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ight. And Shadow... they are inseperables. Yet Light has no
L shadow. With its inherent power it moulds darkness, cajoles
L into shape and casts it into the form of what it lights upon.
the nearor the light source, the greater the shadow and brighter
the form.,

some people are born to give Light. And some to live in
I8 shado, To lose themselves, their identity and to eventually
bocome one with its brilliance.

Jamnalal was the shadow. Mahatma Gandhi his Light.

A8 his 'fifth’ son, Jamnalal dutifully allowed himself to be
gvarshadowed by the Mahatma who was also the light source
lor multitudes of people.

Without any desire to share this limelight, he was content
16 remain in the wings and provide silent support to the national
altugale for independence.

Under such circumstances what could be the fate of his wife
Jankidevi but to be the shadow’s shadow !

Jankidevi too followed Jamnalal dutifully. There would have
beon gront satisfaction for her in doing so, even some fun and
anjoyment, it she herself was merely a colourless personality
who could easily dissolve into a non-entity. That, however, was
nol so. Jankidevi herself possessed unbound energy and the
liie of ambition burned bright within her. It was also constantly
halng fuelod by her own husband. And yet, she could not persist
harsall 1o change her chosen path as this would have severely
shdangoered hor association with Jamnalal. Nor could she strictly
adhere 1o it The dilmma was of a very peculiar nature.

Jankidovi resolved it by chosing the middle path. The shadow
wauld remain a shadow within the sphere of duty. At the same
ime, It would retain its own identity without jeopardising the
falationship

Clutwardly Jankidevi Bajaj was a simple, normal Indian woman.
And, although she followed Jamnalalji's destined path of ‘karma’,
Hel own lile's journey had a purpose of its own. The course
ahe adoptod towards this purpose was a revolutionary one which
dieh not deviate from the accepted norms of society. She always
managed 1o add a new touch to old precepts. So much so that



anything and anybody she came into contact with was touched
by her extraordinary spirit. Thus, while remaining in the shadow
of Jamnalal she carved for herself a separate image, that of
a revolutionary Indian woman.

orn on January 7, 1893 in a prosperous business family
B of Jaora, Jankidevi imbibed traditional values like love for
gold, caste distinction, being helpful, kind, and strictly religious.
Besides, she also acquird all the necessary accomplishments
for girls of her time. She was good at cooking, sewing, knitting
and embroidery.

With such an upbringing, her life took a sudden turn when
at the age of nine she was married to the twelve year old Jamnalal
who years later, had dedicated his life to Gandhiji's ideals. Suddenly
her simple days of fun and frolic were over.

The new life she had embarked upon was certainly an extremely
traumatic one. And it was. But it was not long before she came
out of it a winner.

It was sheer inner strength that saw her battle her way out.
So much so that a day came when she no longer merely accepted
and followed Jamnalal's Gandhian principles but had even went
beyond them. Certainly not an easy task when one considers
Jamnalalji’'s personality who in a sense a worldly business man,
was also free of worldly ties. This is exemplified by his
renouncement of home, family, wealth and its consequent material
luxuries and comfort, at the tender age of 17, (it is a different
matter that later he was persuaded to change his mind). A-man
who could think of becoming a sadhu, of giving away his all
to the cause of national freedem, of living only for others and
by the strict principles of Gandhiji, was not an easy man to live
with. But Jankidevi not only took care of Jamnalal and his household
but also participated in his social and constructive activities. |t
was like an ordeal through fire. And with each new day she
seemed to emerge more luminous than before.




amnalalj was a strong supporter of equality of the sexes.
J In tacl, he placed woman much above man. This itself was
no contradictory to the ideas of male superiority instilled in her
that sho continued to believe that the husband was next to God.
Shae would never eat her food before Jamnalal did. More surprising
wan hor ritual of first sipping the water with which she washed
har husband's feet. Jamnalal, much to his dismay, found he could
nol put a stop to this, although he did manage to get her to
stop eating from his plate after he had finished his meals.

Al 14, yot another moment of trial accrued for Jankidevi.
Jumnalal wrote to her asking her to relinquish her gold ornaments.
Jamnalal's disapproval of gold was well known. To this was added
Glandhlji's appeal too.

Jankidevi has narrated this event in her autobiography in a
heart ronding manner. She writes, “If he had asked me to do
his In person, | might have argued with him. But his letter was
fn commandment to me. Every single word was like divine order
uhd | oboyed without hesitation. With the letter before me | started
mimoving the jewellery | was wearing, one by one with each
word ringing in my ears... Gold is a symbol of ‘kali’. It breeds
jpalouny and fear... fear of losing it or it being stolen. Besides,
Ihe war and nose rings cause bad odour...”

What remained on Jankidevi's person were anklets, a jewellery
llom worn by even the poorest. But Jankidevi gently unwound
this little silver chain as if freeing herself from the bondage of
the laudal system.

I his was the beginning of a chain of events which saw Jankidevi
discard similar symbols of slavery. ‘Purdah’ was one of them.
the purdah in Rajasthan was considered to be a sign of aristocracy
and social grace. At Jamnalal's behest, Jankidevi not only gave
up the purdah herself but also persuaded other women in the
lamily 1o do so. She writes, “After | gave up the purdah, it became
an obsossion with me. 1+ would ask others to give it up too. |
thought it was not only an act of courage, but also an instrument
whioh opons the heart and mind to the world around you.”

In this context, Gandhiji's letter to Jankidevi is very revealing.
Wiiltan on Oct. 25, 1933, he complimented her for going to Calcutta
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to influence women there to give up the Purdah. He writes, “Purdah
IS not merely an inhibition, | smell sin in it. Are all men lecherous ?
From whom women need to protect themselves and to hide behind
their Purdahs ? Can't a woman preserve her purity otherwise ?
Purity, which in any case is so very psychological a state of
mind”.

It is important to mention here that whatever steps Jankidevi
took were not merely by way of following her husband’s orders.
They were very important elements in the process of her turning
into a revolutionary. How can one forget that a revolutionary is
an idealist and a missionary too !

Jankidevi’s idealism and missionary zeal was at its peak during
the Swadeshi movement. And Khadi, as Gandhiji said, “is the
foundation of self reliance for rural life in India, just as imported
cloth was a form of slavery to anything “foreign.

Jamnalalji himself spun and wore Khadi. His ‘charkha’ followed
him wherever he went. Even to the prison. He would keep proper
account of how much yarn he spun everyday. Jankidevi too did
the same. She also conducted spinning classes for which she
had sixty charkhas installed at home. Thus Bajajwadi at Wardha
became the hub of the Khadi revolution and Jankidevi became
instrumental in making the ‘charkha’ a household item in Wardha.

This also heralded Jankidevi's stepping out from the four walls
of her house and into the world to work for society. Enrolling
members for the Congress was one of the first few tasks she
undertook. Not many were well disposed towards words like |
‘Swaraj' and ‘Congress’. Jankidevi untiringly went from house |
to house inviting people to join the Congress. “Fellow women
were skeptical of this work which | had taken on. People who
once treated me with respect became scared or hesitant to entertain
me. They would either shut their doors to my face or avoid meeting
me. Under such circumstances | managed to enroll maximum
members from the Harijan community.” This also made Jankidevi
break the shackles of the practice of untouchability. At the same
time, the Bajaj family’s private Laxminarayan Temple was thrown
open for the Harijans. And a Harijan was hired as servant in
the house. He was even permitted to serve food to Jamnalalii.
Thus another barrier fell away.
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ankidovi's vision was widening and her way of looking at

tho world was fast changing. Now she began to see many
ol the traditional beliefs she had long held as social evils.

Jamnalalji being a staunch supporter of education for women
e o moans to women's emancipation, encouraged Jankidevi to
aludy. Sho appeared for examinations several times. But to pass
of lall wa not of great importance. What was important was the
leaining itself. Eventually, she had learned enough to begin teaching
plhers, She became actively associated with the Mahilashram
and other women's educational institutions.

When the Swadeshi movement gained momentum, Jamnalalji
Bald o Jankidevi, "Gandhiji says that foreign textiles have invaded
India like a demon. We have to kick this demon out of the country.
Fasure that not a piece of foreign material remains in the house.”

‘HMow can we do this ?” asked Jankidevi. "At home, in the
shops, oven in the temple we have foreign made cloth. How
to wo do away with it? Why not instead distribute it among
the poor 7" Jamnalalji answered, “This would amount to passing
aur sin on to others. This would virtually put an end to the Swadeshi
movemant. Besides, how can you distribute evil, it only deserves
16 b burnt. So burn all the foreign cloth we have, in a bonfire.”

lotally convinced, Jankidevi took every piece of cloth at home
ltom the shop and the temple and set fire to them. This ‘hol’
continued to burn for seven days at the central chowk at Wardha.

Women emancipation, Harijan welfare, women’s education,
propogation of Khadi and the fight against social evils were all
Ihe causes Jankidevi worked for with zeal. No ‘orders’ from
Jamnalaljl were necessary. Jankidevi had come into her own.
Like hor husband she too toured extensively round the country
adding  dimensions of her won to Gandhiji's constructive
Pogrmmaes.

hon came the year 1930 when Gandhiji launched his most
important movement—The Salt Satyagraha. Jamnalal said to
Jankidevi, “I'm ready to sacrifice my all to this cause. What about
you " Jankidevi's reply astonished Jamnalal. “There should be
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atleast one person from our house in Bapu's group. And there
certainly must be an offering from our family to this great sacrificial
fire.”

That one person was her oldest son Kamalnayan Bajaj, only
18 years of age. In fact, Gandhiji was not willing to accept
Kamalnayan only because he was so young. Jankidevi, however,
was adamant, and Gandhiji finally had to relent.

At the instance of Gandhiji, Jankidevi together with Jamnalal
devoted herself to the training of Satyagrahis for the freedom
movement, at the Vile Parle Camp in Bombay. This also involved
picketing outside liquor shops and pleading with people to give
up drinking. As a consequence, she got branded as a ‘satyagrahi’
herself and was also arrested and imprisoned.

For a girl who had not known much beyond the courtyard
of her house, Jankidevi had come a long way into being a
revolutionary’ of a national stature. Her contribution to Gandhiji's
economic programme of ‘Gram Swaraj’ was enormous. Whether
it was ‘Goseva’ to preserve cattle wealth, or the development
of the cottage industry in the ‘Swadeshi’ movement, Jankidevi
threw herself into service with the firm conviction that rural
development was possible only through the promotion of rural
entrepreneurship.

Il this Jankidevi accomplished despite her heavy domestic
A responsibilities. Amidst common household chores, rearing
children, marriages, hospitalisations, looking after scores of guests,
especially the political leaders who came to Wardha to participate
in the Congress Working Committee meetings, she also found
time to participate in various constructive programmes of both
Gandbhiji and Jamnalalji, tend to the cows in the ‘Goshala’ opened
by Jamnalal. But no matter what common task she performed,
Jankidevi always managed to give it her very own uncommon
touch.

In this seemingly humdrum way of life, like a bolt out of the
blue, tragedy struck. On 11th February, 1942. At the age of 50,
Jamnalal, her mainstay in life, died. Jankidevi was stunned by
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thin sudden severence of a three decade long bond. Her first
renclion was to give herself up in ‘Sati'. Mahatma Gandhi intervened
anying, “Real Sati is not burning a body, which, in any case
i nothing more than clay. Burn up whatever evil there is in you
or all that can perpetuate evil around you. By this you will have
only goodness left as your offering to God.” Without a moment's
dolay, Jankidevi's mind was made up. My belongings and my
e | surrender to the Lord. Thereafter, she followed Gandhiji's
ndvice both in action and in spirit.

I'he Goseva Sangh which Jamnalalji had founded some time
bolore his death when he took to Goseva himself, was without
i loader. Again Gandhiji asked Jankidevi to fill this gap and she
gladly took over the presidentship of this association. Vinoba Bhave
and G.D. Birla became its Vice Presidents. New momentum was
thus given to the Goseva. Jankidevi instensified its thrust with
tho intention of giving it a national platform. Her efforts began
vlolding results when ‘Goseva’ made inroads into Bihar, U.P.,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Bengal and Bombay.

Gandhiji's assasination on 30th January, 1948, as much as
Il shook the whole nation also cast a great gloom over the Bajaj
household and more so over Jankidevi. Feeling bereft and
orphaned, the Bajaj family experienced the loss as much as
Jamnalal's death had caused them. Jankidevi was now left with
only one support. That was Vinoba Bhave.

When Vinoba started the ‘Bhoodan’ (land donation) movement,
Jankidevi joined in. After acquiring hundreds of thousands of acres
of land, Jankidevi's common sense sparked off a new concept.
"What good is mere arid land ?" she asked and thus initiated
tho ‘Koopdan' (well donation) programme. With this additive,
Vinoba's "Bhoodan Yagna™ became complete.

ow there was nothing to do, nothing to ask for. Yet as the
years rolled by, this inobtrusive shadow of Jamnalal grew
into a live spirit. So alive was it that after her light source was
qone; Jankidevi became light herself.

|ike all of us, she too had her own peculiarities. She would
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never used the word ‘no’. Her heart was so tender and her emotions
SO Intense, that she could not even bear a nail being driven
into the wall. She felt it as if it went through her heart. Her innate
love for animals gave her the courage to stop a moving cart
in its tracks and upbraid the rider who was mercilessly using
spurs and goads on his beast of burden.

Jankidevi's childlike spontaneity was never lost. This was
evident in her talks and speeches. Vinoba narrated, “When we
were entering Bengal after our ‘Padyatra’ in Bihar, there was
a big crowd with many young boys in it. To make my way through
the crowds, | began running while holding onto the hands of
the young boys. The elderly ones lagged behind. | had not realised
that a sixty two year old ‘girl’ had fallen in step with me. Suddenly
she fell down and hurt her knees. The knee still pains. She now
can't walk, leave alone run. But her mind still Keeps racing. |
wish and pray she never loses her child-like spontaneity so that
we continue to be touched by it.”

By awarding the Padma Vibhushan to her, the Government
of India has preserved this touch for all of us.

Simplicity, sacrifice, commitment, selfless service were as much
Jankidevi's tenets as they were Jamnalal’s. And like Jamnalal
she turned them into deeds. In fact, she had so fused herself
with her husband’s personality that as her ‘last wish’ she wrote :
"My death anniversary should be observed on the day Jamnalalji
died, that is 11th February. Just as | was merged with him in
lite, so should my last remains and memorial too be with him
on death. Contrary to the normal rituals, my ashes should not
be taken to the holy Prayag or Haridwar. For me, ‘Gopuri’ at
Wardha is the holiest of places, a place of pilgrimage. That very
‘Gopuri' where Jamnalalji, serving the mother cow, went into eternal
sleep. That is my sacred abode.
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